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In its response to the review of the 
Wildlife Order the Ulster Wildlife Trust has 
chosen not to support greater protection 
for our cultural icon and trust logo, the 
Irish hare.  The trust and others have 
apparently based this on fl awed premises. 

The fi rst assumption is that ‘in the 
short-term the (Irish hare) population 
is increasing’.  This is a very optimistic 
interpretation of a very small amount 
of data and confl icts with anecdotal 
evidence of a general scarcity of hares.  
Many, including those responsible for the 
surveys, acknowledge that an enormous 
disparity in hare density exists.

The trust appears to have overlooked 
the fact that the actual number of hares 
counted in 2008 (187 hares) is the lowest 

since 2002.  There is increasing evidence 
to support the view that activities such 
as coursing pose a real threat to the Irish 
hare. Nonetheless, the acknowledged 
level of uncertainty provides suffi cient 
reason for applying the Precautionary 
Principle, the fi rst recommendation of the 
Northern Ireland Biodiversity Strategy.

I am sure many readers will be astonished 
to learn that the Ulster Wildlife Trust is 
content to allow the Irish hare to remain 
a quarry species.  Permanent legal 
protection for the Irish hare would signal 
its vulnerable status and help wider 
conservation measures.  There is no 
conservation case for not granting greater 
legal protection for this beautiful and 
vulnerable animal.

Why Irish hares need protection 
Mike Rendle, Irish Hare Initiative, Tyrone (& HPT member)

Two well-known Castlebar sportsmen 
– TP Flanagan, county surveyor, and JP 
McCormack, contractor – had an unusual 
experience while fi shing on Lough Mask. 
During a very heavy shower of rain both 
anglers took shelter on the larger of two 
islands near the Cushlough side of the 
lake; about 20 yards or more separated 
the two islands.

When the shower ceased the men were 
pushing off from the island in their boat, 
when they heard the shrieks of an animal 
of some kind coming from the direction of 
the other island. They ceased rowing the 
vessel, and turning round they observed a 
fully-grown hare being chased by a weasel 
on the smaller island.

In a fl ash the hare jumped into the water 
and swam towards the other island, 
closely pursued by the weasel. Mr 

Flanagan and Mr McCormack decided 
to row back to the large island on which 
they had taken shelter, and on which the 
hare and weasel had both now landed. 
The exhausted hare heard the noise of the 
men coming ashore, and it rushed forward 
and jumped right into Mr McCormack’s 
arms, with the weasel in pursuit. As 
the weasel was rushing towards him, 
Mr McCormack, though holding the 
hare carefully, managed to fi re a shot 
at the hare’s pursuer, but owing to the 
length of the grass the weasel escaped. 
Notwithstanding the fact that a shot had 
been fi red at it, the weasel insisted on 
following the two men with the hare. Mr 
McCormack again raised his gun, which 
he usually carries with him, and this time 
succeeded in killing the weasel. The men 
afterwards released the hare.

from The Irish Times: Allen Foster 

Hare Jumps Into Rescuer’s Arms  

A HARE courser who was caught in the 
act near Royston has been given an Anti-
Social Behaviour Order.  Jimmy Cash, 45, 
is banned from trespassing on land in 
Cambridgeshire or Hertfordshire with a 
dog that could be used for the blood sport 
over the next two years.  The order was 
handed out at Stevenage Magistrates’ 
Court, following an earlier hearing at 
which Cash was ordered to pay more than 
£1,000, after he was convicted of hare 
coursing on Sandon Road in Therfi eld, as 
reported in the News.

Pc Paul Marina, Royston’s rural offi cer, 
saw Cash release his dog on farmland 
on October 21 last year, and while the 
animal coursed it did not catch a hare.   
PC Marina said he hoped the ruling would 
act as a deterrent to others engaged in 
the illegal sport.  “Hare coursing has a 
very negative effect on our rural com-
munities” he said  “and it is important we 
target those responsible.  This is the fi rst 
ASBO in Hertfordshire for a hare cours-
ing offence and I hope this sends a clear 
message that the police, working with the 
Crown Prosecution Service, will use all the 
tools at their disposal to tackle incidents 
of this nature.”

A spokeswoman for Hertfordshire Police 
said Pc Marina had reduced incidents of 
hare coursing in North Hertfordshire by 
more than 60 per cent since he joined 
the Royston rural team in 2003.  He is 
considered as one of the country’s top au-
thorities on preventing hare coursing and 
frequently uses his knowledge of traffi c 
legislation and the illegal use of red diesel 
to deter offenders from hare coursing.

Hare courser given 
ASBO  Cambridge News

Louise Darby: 
hare potter 
extraordinaire
These delightful pieces were spotted by 
the Editor at an exhibition near Stratford-
on-Avon recently.  Louise has a reputation 
for fi nely thrown stoneware and porcelain.  
Stylised images of animals, birds, fi sh and 
plants are cut freehand into the leather-
hard clay and, after biscuit fi ring, are in-
laid with her own eggshell smooth glazes.  
The fi nished pieces are an inspired take 
on our old friend.  For a list of the na-
tionwide galleries that take her work or 
information about her open studio days  
telephone: 01789 765214  or
e-mail: louisedarby@btinternet.com

Snippet: The following are all collective noun for hares.  A down, a fl ick, a
herd, a husk, a kindle, a leash, a trace, a trip and a drove.  It’s easy to see that at least 
Snippet: 
herd, a husk, a kindle, a leash, a trace, a trip and a drove.  It’s easy to see that at least 
Snippet: 
two have come from coursing parlance but a kindle?  (If any readers have local terms 
we’d be interested to hear from you. Ed.) 


