The official newsletter of the Hare Preservation Truszy

Shame of snared mountain hares

Animal protection campaigners have
renewed their call for the Scottish Gov-
ernment to ban snares as a new report
reveals that thousands of protected
mountain hares have been snared in
Scotland. Commissioned Report No 278
The Distribution of Mountain Hare (Lepus
timidus) in Scotland (2006/07) confirms
that the snaring of mountain hares has
been carried out extensively, in breach
of a licensing regime designed to pro-

tect the species from the indiscriminate
traps. Figures in the report - provided by
the estates and gamekeepers who kill
mountain hares for sport, tick control

or to protect forestry - show that a total
of 24,529 hares were taken in 2006/07
across 9o estates. Of the total taken, 79%
were shot, while 21% - a staggering 5,078
animals - were snared. Mountain hares
are protected under UK and European
conservation legislation and it is not per-

These two fabulous images of
mountain hares came from John
Fielding who writes of himself,

“| retired early so that | could get
out in the countryside more, | love
walking, mainly in the Peak District
where | am a part-time ranger for
the Peak Distict National Park
Authority, working on a Saturday
once a fortnight.

Part of my patch is Bleaklow
Plateau hence my website is
bleaklowjohn.piczo.com . | have

just started climbing and photography, especially photographing mountain hares, which | come
across quite often whilst rangering.” (Do visit his site, the pics are fab. Ed)

Tamsin Abbott
stained glass
artist

If you’re looking for a beautifully designed
and exquisitely executed piece of ‘hare
art’ you could do no better than viewing
the website of one of our latest members
Tamsin Abbott. The site explains her love
of the hare, “when | painted my first hare
a few years ago | had no idea of the con-
nection | was making and the relationship
| was forming! So many people are drawn
to the hare and | am often asked why so
much of my work contains hares. | think it
could be because the hare embodies all
those aspects of nature that we want to
believe in, that it is wild, clever, bold and
free”. Other animals feature too and every
piece is a delight, give yourself a visual
treat, go to www.tamsinsglass.co.uk
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mitted to use an indiscriminate means to
take or kill them, except under licence.
An article in the July edition of BBC Wild-
life Magazine has published this informa-
tion to the wider public and The Trust
heartily supports the views of Advocates
for Animals and will continue to press for
action against offenders.

from member Marion O’Neil

Home could be
[ ]
where the barn is
A member from Devon has offered to
put a barn he owns in trust for the HPT
providing a sponsor will match its value
- estimated at £8ok as it stands. A rough
estimate is £40k for the conversion, leav-
ing £40k to finance a business specialist
on a two year contract to get all the hare
themed merchandise up and running.
Requests by charities for funding have a
much better chance on a pound-for-pound
basis rather than just straight requests.
An HPT member Howard Hodges has
found someone from RNIB to find a
sponsor for the barn, which will provide
a properly resourced office from which to
run The Trust. If it all goes to plan the HPT
would have a substantial income from
sales of hare based arts/clothing etc and
a fixed asset of at least £120,000 in value

at today’s prices. Onward and upward
that hare!

Just a reminder to anyone who missed the piece in News Bulletin 43 about Suzanne
Thomas from Shropshire who is starting a group “Marches Hares” which will be
affiliated to the HPT and cover Shropshire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire and Powys. It
will be a hare sighting and research group so if you live in this area please give Suzanne
support for her important initiative 01584 891130 suzannetumnus@btinternet.com



